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Syllabus Summer 2013 
 

I. General Information: 
 

Meeting 
Time: 
 

synchronous meeting times will be determined via doodle 
 

Room:  online 
 

Office Hours:  Monday - Friday: 1-2pm and by appointment 

 Use Conference tab in Canvas 
 

Email hours 
 

 Monday – Friday: 10-4pm 

Textbooks:  Jan Gross, Neighbors. 

 Michael Bernard-Donals, Forgetful Memory: Representation and Remembrance 
in the Wake of the Holocaust. 

 Claudia Card, The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil. 

 Agate Nesaule, A Woman in Amber: Healing the Trauma of War and Exile 

 Bernhard Schlink, The Reader 

 Additonal readings, video recordings, documentary and feature films will be 
available on or via Canvas 
 

Canvas: This course uses Canvas as online platform. You will find on it the syllabus, 
activities, rubrics, the grade book, links to useful web pages for the course,. 
Changes in the course schedule will be announced on Canvas, so check the 
site regularly. 

 
II. Course Description: 
 
The Holocaust is one of the most significant events of the 20th century. That people during a period 
of incredible intellectual and scientific advance persist in such barbarous behavior seems such a 
contradiction and therefore must prompt serious inquiry about the nature of modern life, the impact 
of technology, the persistence of religious and ethnic hatred and the role of the state in 
perpetuating hatred and violence. Scientific and technological innovation (which ideally, according 
to Enlightenment ideals, should advance humanity) actually contributed in the case of the 
Holocaust to barbarity — and the Holocaust has thus been often described as demonstrating the 
failure of Enlightenment ideals and the perversion of principles underlying scientific progress. What 
impact does new media on Holocaust memorialization and commemoration (interactive media 
museums, like the Beit Ha-‐Shoah Museum in LA, online accessible Holocaust testimonies, new 
media art installations, etc) have today that transcends means of commemoration in the last 70 
years? We have an obligation to make the past useable, to interpret it in creative ways, to employ 
history to interrogate the present, to insure that lessons are learned and that we not be rendered 
immobile or apathetic by the immensity of this past evil.  
We will also consider the meaning of the Holocaust in contemporary German and American culture 
and the question of its uniqueness.  



 
Learning Objectives 
This seminar will investigate the particular strengths and limits of a wide range of resources from 
across the Humanities. Discussion of books, films (both documentary and feature), and online 
exhibits as well as the presentation of individual research in short, peer-reviewed papers will 
culminate in a final project. The class explores how history, critical theory, philosophy, film, memory 
culture studies, and other academic fields have approached the understanding of the Holocaust, 
each of them adding a facet to the “truth” about the Holocaust. We will also consider the meaning 
of the Holocaust in contemporary German and American culture. In addition, students learn to 
critically analyze the different approaches to the Holocaust that go beyond the traditional historical 
approach. Finally, they have to apply their newly acquired analytical skills to a specific aspect of 
the Holocaust through the a final project in a non-paper format (website, video, online exhibit, …) 
 
III. Course Requirements and Criteria for Grading: 

 
1. Preparation and active participation 30% 
2. Assignments    30% 
3. Reflection / Discussion   20% 
4. Final Project    20% 
 

 
1. Attendance and Class participation  
This class is an online seminar, which means that the success depends in great part on your 
preparation. A good number of time is spent with synchronous and asynchronous discussions and 
reflection. My role is to direct and facilitate assignments and discussion, not to lecture. Your role is 
to discuss, to share ideas and to test intellectual boundaries. Our joint purpose is to learn together. 
As you will note below, a significant percentage of your final grade will be based on class 
participation. Your success in this course depends on completing the readings, being prepared, 
and actually participating in our discussions.  
Asynchronous discussions will take place in VoiceThread and on the Canvas blog. Once a week, 
we will discuss synchronous on Canvas (“conferences” tab). The times will be determined by 
Doodle beforehand. 
In addition to participating in plenum-style discussions, students will also work in pairs and groups 
through various tools on Canvas (“conferences” and “collaborations” tabs) and on the Internet 
(Popplet, tumblr). Students will directly respond to each other’s comments and will have the 
chance to receive and offer peer review throughout the course via Canvas.  Peer review of 
students’ work is an integral part of the participation grade. 
 
2. Assignments 
The completion of the assignments is the pre-requisite for a fruitful discussion. Only if you know 
what the reading, artwork, film, etc. is about can you truly contribute to a meaningful discussion. 
Please consult the last page of the syllabus for a list of weekly assignments and their due dates.  
 
 
3. Reflection / Discussion 
Understanding how we develop our viewpoints and choices is every bit as important as the nature 
of those views and choices, and certainly not just when it comes to evaluating history. The 
reflection / discussions are a logical continuation of the reading and the assignments. While we are 
not in a classroom together, you still have to treat others with respect. Reflections will take place 
on your blog site. If you don’t have a blog, you can get one here. Besides your personal 
impressions, you will also account, on a meta-level, what you have learned thus far. Please submit 
your blog URL during the first week. 

https://umw.voicethread.com/
https://canvas.umw.edu/login
https://canvas.umw.edu/login
http://www.doodle.com/
http://popplet.com/
https://www.tumblr.com/
http://umwblogs.org/


Asynchronous discussions will take place in VoiceThread and on the Canvas blog. Once a week, 
we will discuss synchronous on Canvas (“conferences” tab). The times will be determined by 
Doodle beforehand. 
 
4. Final Project 
In your final project you will explore the question: What are major approaches to the Holocaust in 
the 21st century? Choose, at least two covered in class and provide, at least, one additional that 
you researched on your own. Present your findings through a medium that’s not a written paper. 
 More detailed information will be provided later. 
 
5. Issues of academic honesty  

At the beginning of the semester, I will discuss with you standards of ethical behavior in 
academia including those that pertain to the use of technological resources. These explanations 
will include the appropriate use of on-line materials in your own work.  
All work in this course is subject to the Honor Code. 

 
Grading Scale: 

A   100-94%  B+  89-87% C+  79-77% D+  69-67% F   59-0% 

A-  93-90% B    86-83% C    76-73% D    66-63%  

 B-  82-80% C-   72-70% D-   62-60%  

For purpose of midterm grade, D or lower equals U 
 

6. Disability Statement 
 The Office of Disability Services has been designated by the University as the primary 
office to guide, counsel, and assist students with disabilities. If you receive services through that 
office and require accommodations for this class, please contact me as soon as possible to 
discuss your approved accommodation needs. I will hold any information you share with me in the 
strictest confidence unless you give me permission to do otherwise. 
 If you need accommodations, (note taking assistance, extended time for tests, etc.), I would 
be happy to refer you to the Office of Disability Services. They will require appropriate 
documentation of a disability. Their phone number is 540-654-1266. 
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https://umw.voicethread.com/
https://canvas.umw.edu/login
https://canvas.umw.edu/login
http://www.doodle.com/


Schedule of needed Materials 
 

Week Humanities 
Field 

Resources 

1 

History 
 

 Read: Jan Gross, Neighbors. 

 Listen to:  Interview with MAREK JAN CHODAKIEWICZ: The Massacre in 
Jedwabne, July 10, 1941: Before, During, After-
http://files.newbooksnetwork.com/history/197historychodakiewicz.mp3 

 Watch: A Film Unfinished 

 Explore: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) – online 
exhibitions - http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/ 
 

2 

Memoirs  Read: Agate Nesaule, A Woman in Amber: Healing the Trauma of War and Exile 

 Watch: Survivor interviews linked from USHMM website: 
http://www.ushmm.org/research/library/weblinks/?content=oral_history 

 Watch Adolek Kohn, I will survive on Youtube – appropriateness of memory 
(worksheet on Canvas) 
 

Fiction/Poetry  Read: Paul Celan Death Fugue(Canvas) 
 

3 

Theory  Read: Michael Bernard-Donals, Forgetful Memory: Representation and 
Remembrance in the Wake of the Holocaust. 
 

Philosophy  Read: Claudia Card, The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil. 
 

Art  Explore: Online exhibit of works by Anselm Kiefer in Web museum Paris 
(http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/kiefer/) 
 

4 

Memorials  Watch: James E. Young , Landscape of Memory: Holocaust Memorials 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9_JPeWWIzg 

 Read: James E. Young Counter-memorial 
http://www.janetzweig.com/risdpdfpublicart/young_countermonument.pdf  

 Explore: Virtual visit to Auschwitz, Poland: 
http://www.remember.org/auschwitz/  

 Explore: Former site of Topf & Sons Factory (makers of the ovens of the 
concentration camps) in Erfurt, Germany  http://www.topfundsoehne.de/cms-
www/index.php?id=139&l=1  
 

5 

Fiction  Read: Bernhard Schlink, The Reader 
 

Film  Watch: The Boy in the striped Pajama (http://videos.umwblogs.org/videos) 
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http://files.newbooksnetwork.com/history/197historychodakiewicz.mp3
http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/
http://www.ushmm.org/research/library/weblinks/?content=oral_history
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WEEK 1 

 

Due 
date TOPIC ASSIGNMENT DUE 

6/24 Introduction / Expectations / Motivation 

 
Canvas: 

 Module “Technical Prerequisites” 

 Discussion Board: Define the term 
“Holocaust” 

 
Blog:  

 What image represents the 
Holocaust for you?   
 

6/25 

History 

 A Film Unfinished 

(http://videos.umwblogs.org/videos) 

 
Film Site:  

 Watch A Film Unfinished  
 
Canvas: 

 Answer questions for movie 
 
Blog: 

 What is the significance of the long-
lost film role for our understanding of 
the Holocaust? 
 

6/26 

History: 

 United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) – 
online exhibitions 

http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/ 

Web: Explore online exhibition 
 
Blog: 

 Chose one of the USHMM online 
exhibitions and report why you chose 
this exhibition and what was new to 
you. 

6/27 
History 

 Jan Gross, Neighbors. 

 
Read: Jan Gross, Neighbors. 
 
Canvas: 

 Answer the questions to Gross’ book 
and the New Books in History 
podcast 

 

6/28 

 Interview with Marek Jan Chodakiewicz: The Massacre in 
Jedwabne, July 10, 1941: Before, During, After-
http://files.newbooksnetwork.com/history/197historychodaki
ewicz.mp3 

 Michael Bernard-Donals, “Neighbors and Denial” in: 
Forgetful Memory, p. 104-112. 
 

  

 
Listen: Chodakiewicz Interview 
 
Blog:  

 Why do you think Gross’ book was 
so controversial in Poland? 

 Comment on, at least, two other 
students’ blogs 

https://owa.umw.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=aZLZfyo8zUuTJi7NaTnz_F832cKcL9BIKNztDGKCEj_WpExQGnx-eKMaLGffnoWZBSLIKIygbik.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fvideos.umwblogs.org%2fvideos
http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/
http://files.newbooksnetwork.com/history/197historychodakiewicz.mp3
http://files.newbooksnetwork.com/history/197historychodakiewicz.mp3


WEEK 2 

 

7/1 

 
 
Class Discussion (10am, 12noon, 4pm): 

Summary: The strengths and limitations of the Historiography 
of the Holocaust 
 
Memoirs 

 Agate Nesaule, A Woman in Amber 

Canvas: 

 Participate in class discussion  
 

Popplet: 

 Sketch out Nesaule’s life in the book 
through a mind-map. 

 Invite me to your popplet 

7/2 

 
 
Memoirs 

 Survivor interviews on USHMM website 
http://www.ushmm.org/research/library/weblinks/?content=or
al_history 

Blog: 

 Choose one survivor interview from 
the USHMM website and compare it 
to Nesaule’s account of the 
Holocaust. 

 Comment on, at least, two other 
students’ blogs 

7/3 

 
 
Memoirs 

 Adolek Kohn, I will survive 
 
Canvas: 

 Complete the worksheet to A. Kohn I 
will survive 

7/4  Holiday   

7/5 

Poetry 

 Paul Celan Death Fugue 
(https://umw.voicethread.com/?#e4003161) 

VoiceThread: 

 Comment on the Voicethread to 

“Death Fugue “ 
 
Blog: 

 Reflect on the poem by Paul Celan 

http://www.ushmm.org/research/library/weblinks/?content=oral_history
http://www.ushmm.org/research/library/weblinks/?content=oral_history
https://umw.voicethread.com/?#e4003161


WEEK 3 

 

7/8 

Class Discussion (10am, 12noon, 4pm): 

 Memoirs and literature 
 

Art 

 Online exhibit of works by Anselm Kiefer in Web museum 
Paris 
https://umw.voicethread.com/?#e4003262 

Canvas: 

 Participate in class discussion  
 
Voicethread: 

 Comment of the Voicethread to 
“Margarete”: How do the painting and 
the poem by Celan interact? 

7/9 

 
Theory 

 Michael Bernard-Donals, Forgetful Memory (Excerpts: PP 
5-37, 57-98, 161-177) 

 
Philosophy 

 Claudia Card, The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil 
(Ecerpts: pp. 3-26, 166-234) Canvas: 

 Using Etherpad from the 

Collaboration tools on Canvas, group 
1 writes questions for Bernard-
Donals’ book while reading it; group 2 
writes questions for Card’s book. 
Post your questions to the other 
group on the Canvas discussion 
board by Thursday 8am 

7/10 

 
Theory 

 Michael Bernard-Donals, Forgetful Memory (Excerpts: PP 

5-37, 57-98, 161-177) 
 
Philosophy 

 Claudia Card, The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil 

(Ecerpts: pp. 3-26, 166-234) 

7/11 

 
Theory 

 Michael Bernard-Donals, Forgetful Memory (Excerpts: PP 
5-37, 57-98, 161-177) 

 
Philosophy 

 Claudia Card, The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil 
(Ecerpts: pp. 3-26, 166-234) 

Canvas: 

 Individually, answer the questions by 
your peers and submit them on 
Canvas by Friday ! 

7/12 

 
Theory 

 Michael Bernard-Donals, Forgetful Memory (Excerpts: PP 
5-37, 57-98, 161-177) 

 
Philosophy 

 Claudia Card, The Atrocity Paradigm: A Theory of Evil 
(Ecerpts: pp. 3-26, 166-234) 

Canvas: 

 Individually, answer the questions by 
your peers and submit them on 
Canvas by Friday! 

https://umw.voicethread.com/?#e4003262


WEEK 4 

 

7/15 

 
Class Discussion (10am, 12noon, 4pm): 

 Art, Critical Theory, and Philosophy 
 

 Final projects 

Canvas: 

 Participate in class discussion  
 

 Submit a proposal for your final 
project 

7/16 

 
Memorials 

 James E. Young , Landscape of Memory: Holocaust 
Memorials  

 James E. Young Counter-memorial  

Canvas: 

 Answer the questions to Young’s 
lecture (→ Canvas) 

 
Popplet: 

 Outline the basic  structure of 
Young’s article in Popplet 
(http://popplet.com/app/index.php#/6
87193) 

7/17 

 
Memorials 

  Virtual visit to Auschwitz 

http://www.remember.org/auschwitz/ 

 Former site of Topf & Sons Factory, makers of the 
ovens of the concentration camps, in Erfurt, 
Germany  http://www.topfundsoehne.de/cms-
www/index.php?id=139&l=1  

  

Online: 

 Visit both websites 
 
Blog:  

 What are the differences of the 
respective memorials mentioned by 
Young, as well as in Auschwitz and 
in Erfurt? Do you find certain 
memorials more appropriate than 
others? 

7/18 
Fiction 

 Bernhard Schlink, The Reader  

Canvas: 

 Answer the questions 
 
Blog:  

 Discus the following question: Does 
Schlink try to absolve the generation 
of his parents, the perpetrator 
generation, from their guilt by giving 
Hanna an excuse for her actions? 

7/19 

Film 

 The Boy in the striped Pajama 
http://videos.umwblogs.org/videos 

 watch the film 

http://popplet.com/app/index.php#/687193
http://popplet.com/app/index.php#/687193
http://www.remember.org/auschwitz/
http://www.topfundsoehne.de/cms-www/index.php?id=139&l=1
http://www.topfundsoehne.de/cms-www/index.php?id=139&l=1
https://owa.umw.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=aZLZfyo8zUuTJi7NaTnz_F832cKcL9BIKNztDGKCEj_WpExQGnx-eKMaLGffnoWZBSLIKIygbik.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fvideos.umwblogs.org%2fvideos


WEEK 5 

 

7/22 

 

 
Class Discussion (10am, 12noon, 4pm): 

 Memorials, Fiction, Film 
 

 Work on final projects 

Canvas: 

 Participate in class discussion 

7/23 

 
Web Pages  

 What are major approaches to the Holocaust in the 21
st
 

century? Choose, at least two covered in class and 
provide, at least, one additional that you researched on 
your own. Present your findings through a medium 
that’s not a written paper. 

Canvas: 

 Submit final projects (or links to 
them) on discussion board 

7/24  
 For, at least, two other projects: 
provide feedback, comment, ask 
questions 

7/25  Conclusion  Participate in final class discussion 

 


